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VINDICATION 


Concerning the < 
P &, X.o% F | ; 
Light Within, &c. 
Deſire that G. Keirh, for his own Souls ſake, would give | 
me ſome Publick Satisfaftion, for the Publick Injury he \ 
has done me, in endeavouring to make the World believe, 
that I am one of thar ſort of Men, who call themſelves Deiſts. 
It is mp Reſolution by the Grace of GOD, to ſhew Al Meek- 
2/5 to G.. K. and to All Men. But I wou'd have it obſerv'd, 
that it is. nor inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Meekneſ5, to exprels 
our ſelves with the greateſt Severity in-our Authoritative Re- 
fleftions on any thing moſt groſly and notoriouſly Impiow. 1 
ſhall ſay no mote to induce che Candid: Reader to ſuch Re- 
ſpes towards ' Me,- as are requiſite for a due Reception of 
what I ſhall here deliver: in Defence of that moſt importanc 
Truth, which .G. K. p. 3: plainly declares that he hath' Re- 
nounced, viz. that © The: Inward Evidence of the Spirit, as 
* couching the gicat Matters 'of che Chriſtian Faich, is the PRIN- 


oY 


* CIPAL Rule of Faith, and Life. 


(4) 
By the Inward Evidence: of the Spirit I underſtand, that 
TRUTH, which, rhe Spirit of TRUTH has Written iz the Hearts of 
All Men, together with. all the Influences- of the Spirit upon the 
Hearts of Men, Exciting them to a due Refleion on the Law 
of GOD Written in their Hearts # * Thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy 
* GOD with All thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and thy: ' 
* Neighbour as thy-Self,, The _ Evidefce'of the Spirit 
in this Sence. I Aver to he the PRINCIPAL Ritle of Faith and- 
Life: All External Revelations, Teachings, and Inſtructions, 
are to be Receiv'd in a way of Swbordination thereunto. This. 
is the Rule, or Meaſure, which we Ought Chiefly .and Princi- 
pally to Follow” or be Led byz ins Mhout Iniguficswhat we 
Ought to believe for oux”$oul's Health, fbri the fAlmprottement of 
our San#ificatior: Fhe Canſe that any Man' Refuſes to yield his: 
Aſſent to any Sanfifying Truth, is, that, he Adeth Contrary to 
chis Rule. G. XK. diſcovers his groſs Tgnorance of the Truth I 


o 
N = 


here Aſert, in thathe affirms.in his Narrative, gqhat they*Fervs: 

* and the, Pagan Phidofopiers; who Plbphern pt the Man 
© '7e/us of Nazaygth,. did dwn, Sug eontcis re the £txphioWithin : 
To which in my Publifh'd Refie#;ons on that Narrative, 1 gave 
this Anſwer : ©* The Fews, and Pagans wou'd moſt certainly 

© have Bcliev'd the Goſpel Preach'd pnro. them, - if —A <q 

* Own'd, the Light . within, that" is-'to- fay, if 'they had been. 
* Ready to yicld their 4ſſent' to any Dottrine! Preached nhto- 
x; pray to which they could: have © no! Reeſom to-Deny. their 

* Aſent. % 

« Theſe words of I. Penn, which 6G. Keith Recites, p: 9; & 12.. 

'T highly Approve. © By General |Rule,. we: underſtand: that 

'<© conttant Meaſure, by which Men: in:all Ages have-been en- 
< abled co judge of. the Truth and-Error of Dodrines, and: the- 
** Good, or Evil, off Thoughts, Wards, or A&tions.. 

«By Faith, we underſtand an Afﬀent of the Mind, in ſuch: 

* manner to the Diſcoveries made of God thereto, as-to refign. 
* up to God, and have dependence upon him, as the great. 
* Creator,, and. Saviour of his People... '; Lt 8 oo” 

- But ſays G..;K, p.. 10. © This GeneraF Rale: did' not-extend; 
« nor doth, ro be the Rule, or a Rule of the Faith of Remifſion 
* of Sin, by the Blood of the promilſed.Sced. of the —_— 

co a 


('5.) 
« che Lamb: of God thar was to be Slain, and ſhould: take away 
« the Sin of the World. -To this -I Anſwer, That whoſoever 
Obſeras | this. Rule, does Virtually or Implicitly Believe all. the 
TruthyDelivered' in the Holy Scriptures, in that he is in a Readi- 
neſs :to- Receive it,. whenever it ſhall be Propoſed unto him-in 
Terms; which heclearly underſtands. - :-.. a 

P.25. © Seeing the Light Within, ſays G. K.. gives them not 
* chis Fairh (the Faith of Chriſt the great. Sacrifice ). nor teach- 
* eth it them, jr. evidently follows that-the Light Within every 
* Man is: not:the! Rule of the. Chriſtian Faith. ,, To this-I:An- 
ſwer, Thar the Light Within every Man; gives to.gvery: Man,. 
that does not-Rebil again} it, the Faith of Chriſt: the great:Sa-!; 
crifice; ſo-that. when any:thing Felaringirs our. Saviour ſhall be. 
duly. Propoſed to him, as che Obje&t of. his, Faith,” he will, moſt. 
certainly. embrace it,: or yield a tincere Aﬀent. unto-it;” _ | | 

48: © Nothing; can be 'a- Rule of ;Chriftian-/ Faith, as in-1& 
« ſpett- of the- peculiar Dottrines: of: che;Chriſtian Religian,. bus. 
<« chat Dodctcine, whigti: fers before.out Minds certain Propalti- 
« ans: of Truth, to: which the Mind-$an,.and; ought 19 Aﬀent; 
« from ſufficiene-Motives of Credibility, -- - apache 
 Anſw, We ought.nor to Aſſent to:any Aﬀirmarions. Externally. 
Propoſed; as QbyjeRs of the Chriſtjan! Faith, unleſs. we! can Ap- 
prehend:in.them. -a Suirableneſs, or  Coxreſpondence ; with-Thar- 
which 'tbe. Spirit of TRUTH hes-Iritten' in tha, Hearts of All. Men: 
The @zakers Acknowledge that upon this; Account they -are 
O-liged to- Believe all the DoCtrine Contain'd in that Form of ſound 
Words, Which we call The NICENE CREED; B. C. one of 
W. Penn's Brethren, in his Book Entituled,.: The Quakers deer'4 
from being. Apeſtares, hath- theſe Words, ,** Ther Cugkers Believe. 
yr the. Subltance of the Nicene Creed. ; I earneſtly Requeſt all Per- - 
ſons, who Profeſs. themſelves to.be True Members of the Church 

England, to- obſerve theſe words in the. fame Book, : p.-57-. 
& I fay, He would. have as truly reprefented,; the-Presbyterians, 
< 2s. he; hath done the Quakers: If he. had faid of them, that 
< they held Univerſal Grace, and: chaz there; was; neverany, ſuch. 
+ Thivg inthe: World,.; as the Solemn: League and Covenant, 
« and'no ſuch Man. as the- Biſhop, of St- Andrews, Murdered, pr 
* that King Charles.the Firlt cur off his own Head, or-that. they: 

: 6% never. 
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& never Hanged Men only for being Quakers, or that their Bre-. 


<.thren in SCOTLAND were for Univrefal Liberty,  not- 
« withſtanding their Barbarity rothe E Þ I'S CO PAL Clergy, 
<«.-and their Deſign to Excommunicate all Perſons thar-ſhould 
«Buy, or Sell-with, or Entertain a Quaker, which had took ef- 
& fe&, had not the Clemency of the King Interpoſed, ro break 
. *© their Miſchievous Deſigns. - 
P. 59. G. K. exclaims againſt W. Penn for calling The Spirit, 
The Rule of Faith, The Spirit being the Principal Efficient . of Faith, 
and not'the Tyftrumental Cauſe of ic. 'To this I Anſwer : Thar 
*cis Evidetit' when FW. Penn Calls The Spirit the Rule, -he under- 
ſtands our Participations of the Divine Spirit, the Impreſlions'of 
Truth, that The Spirit of TRUTH has made upon oar Hearts. 
That-this'is F. Perris Meaning appears moſt evidently, in that 
he allow'd his Sen ( who was a Wonderful Ingenious Young 
Man) to Publiſh'a ſhore-Treatife of mine, Entituled, ' ©© YVindi- 


cize Quorindam R. Barclatj-Noemaram, &c. with 'His own Tran- 
ſation, #n whichare theſe words: * If we by the Holy Ghoſt 


 _ < underftand GOD, wiz." the Third Perſon of the Holy Trinity, 
* f,e.ina 

es Se © ners ; fince the Rule of Faith-is that yh by which we 
Speaking, " righily Examine whar is the Obje& of the Chriſtian Faith, or 


what thar is, ' that Chriſt hath -laid down for us to Believe: 


* But we may alſo underſtand by the Holy Gboft [ I ſhould have 
* Tranſlated it, The Divine Spirit J our Partaking ( my word is 
* Participatio ) of the Divine Spirit, with which Every Rational 
©* Soul is endu'd by an 1d: of the moſt Great and moſt Good 
* GOD, Ingrafted in its Nature : In which ſence we-by right 


«ought to fay; The'Spirit is the Principal, or Chief Rule of our. 


L 


« Faittt, 'to Which 'the Scriprures themſelves are Subordinate, 
& For we only Petrceive they carry a, Divine Sence, as far as we 
*'feel their Congraity with the 1dea, or Impreſſion of the Divine 
** Being, Which God himſelf hath fixed in our Hearts. 

« R. BARCLAT's Proteſtation, of which his Learned Adver- 
« fary ſpeaks,'p: 226: pleaſes me much!* That he, with thoſe of 
<« his Rehgion,. ate wHling their Do&rines and PraCtices ſhould 
* be Try'd by the Holy Scriptares, and to admit as- a poſitive, 
and certain Maxim, that whatſoever any do, pretending ” ” 

th | | ” 


< Tconfeſs we ought not to call Him the Rule® of Faith, and Man- + 
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5 do the Spirit, which is contrry'to the Holy Scriptures, 
::.' ©. ſhould-be reputed a Deluſion of the Devil. | | 
Los P. 66. © Excepting the. common Principles of Juſtice and 
|] © Temperance, all other things relating either to Faith, or Life, 
<« with reſpe&t to the peculiar Dofrines, and: Precepts of the. 
* Chriſtian. Religion, are nor to be found at all in the Light 
| .* Within every Man, abſtraQly, and by it ſelf confider'd. 
£f7 Anſw. It implies the groſleſt ContradiCtion, that The Lighs 
| TVithin ſhould be confider'd abſtraltly from'CHRIST, - fince 
| | by that Light we underſtand Chrift bimſelf, and all:that Comes 
..- | © from Him, Tending tothe Convidion, : and. Converſion of 
: « Sinners. -| Is Feſws.Chriff, The Light Within; The True Light 
Rt that Fnbghreneth Every Man, are Hid: Albe: Treaſures of-Wiſ- 
'. .} dom, and Knowledge: $0 that whoſoevet. does not: Rebel againſt 
.' The Light Shining in-ſome Meaſure in his own Heart, does 
Virtually Believe all the Truth, the Belief:whereof-is necellary- for 
tis SALVATION. | __ :-:: IND STR 
P. 135. © Whether the Spiric of Chriſt ( whofe Judgment 
E and-Determination is all;one with that of Chriſt, and the Fa- 
\. - < ther) doth give his Judgment to the Church, and the Mem- 
; *®% bers of it, by any other Law, or Rule, Meaſure, or Standard; 
* chan whatis Aready to be found'in the Holy Scriptures, whe-- 
* ther relating to Articles of Faith, or poſitive Precepts of Re- 
. ....+ *® yeaked, and Infticuted Religion, by. Chriſt, and his Apoſtles in 
/[:.: ®% rtheNew Teſtament ? 
' To this I Anſwer, That in Matters-that Concern the Whole - 
{> Church, or any Particular Congregation, orany Fn 
* "Inthariris:his-Duty ro Demonſtrate to another,that this,or thar, 
is his-Dury ; in theſe, and; the like- Cafes, the Spirit 'of Chrift: 
gives his gs. em by no other Law or Rule, Meaſure. or Stan- 
. | dard, than what is already to be found in the Is Þ 
Burt as toParticular Matters, that Concern my own Soul, in re- 
'' ference tothe Fundamental Divine Law, © Thou ſhalt Love the - 
| * Lordithy God with all thy Heart, &c. where Thave no Obli- 
| gation to Demonſcrate to others-chat I ſhould 'Siv,. if I ſhould: 
: not Do this, or that, the Spiriz of Chriſt will give his Jadgmenc 
| by the Particular Illuminations I receive from Him, which im- 
1 ply ſuch Notices of Perſons, and Things, and of my own Parti- 
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ciilar Abilities, iand Inabilities, rogerher with the Reth mg 

of ſuch and ſuch Refle&jons upon my own Experi of the 
'Divine Jultice,- and Mercy, rc. from: which, rough the In- 
Huence of the Spiritof Frath and Lyve, there ariſes a' [Lively Senſe 
of, an Obligatioh ro fuch'Performances,” which 'it may be no 
\Petſon-upon Earth can-clearly'Petceive:by' any Text "of Ser? are, 
that it'is my Duty ro'uridertaks; No Man living can fay, It 
-was my Duty ro Do whar' Thave' Done in Defence of the 'Do- 
-Srine concerning the Light Within : But yet it is ſo Evident ro 
:Me chatic was My. Duty, -that' I Rejoyee, and am Exteeding Glad, 
whenever I Hear' My ſelf Reproach'4' ( as'T have: been' by Many, 
particularly-by G:' Keith 3'K ot o_ Eonſeiemion "Undertaking: 
And I would: rather a Life, than Promile, -Or' Ingapy 


'my ſelf .Not:to ety qerwcy this : ht: Writing, »beitg therennto 
_ d - 4 _ who =} the' Heart, * wn ny fer ok 

W Every Work into wdeant, w z eoret ' ng, 
whether it he Good, or or wrong it be Evil. 4 AY. 
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